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Message from the Minister 
 
 

 
 
 
The Honourable Antoinette Perry 
Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edward Island 
 
 
May It Please Your Honour: 
 
 
It is my privilege to present the Annual Report of the Prince Edward Island 
Housing Corporation for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2017. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Ernie Hudson 
Minister Responsible for the 
Prince Edward Island Housing Corporation 
 



 

Message from the Chief Executive Officer  
 
 

 
 
 
Minister Responsible for the 
Prince Edward Island Housing Corporation  
 
 
Minister: 
 
 
I am pleased to submit the Annual Report of the Prince Edward Island Housing 
Corporation for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2017. 
 
For the reporting period Ms. Teresa Hennebery served as the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Prince Edward Island Housing Corporation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
David Keedwell 
Chief Executive Officer 
Prince Edward Island Housing Corporation
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Overview 
 

The Prince Edward Island Housing Corporation (PEIHC) derives its authority from the Housing 
Corporation Act of 1993.  The PEIHC provides Islanders of low and moderate incomes with 
access to safe, affordable and adequate housing. 
 
There is a direct relationship between the health and well-being of a population and the 
availability of safe, affordable housing.  Since the 1960's, through PEIHC, the Government of 
Prince Edward Island has worked to maintain adequate housing for low and moderate income 
people.  It is clear, however, that housing needs are changing.  PEIHC endeavours to respond 
to these changes with the creation of new units and the modernization of existing units. 
 
PEIHC shares its responsibility in the provision of housing programs with the Department of 
Family and Human Services and local family housing authorities.  PEIHC is responsible for the 
control of assets, liabilities and revenues.  The Department of Family and Human Services is 
responsible for the management of family housing through the local family housing authorities; 
direct management of seniors housing; and liaison with the Government of Canada about 
housing issues, overseeing the administration of federal-provincial agreements, and the 
delivery of most housing programs, including the Canada-PEI Affordable Housing Agreement. 
 
PEIHC works with many partners most notably the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC), representing the Government of Canada. CMHC cost-shares provincial 
programs involving approximately 1,700 units and directly administers other federally funded 
social housing units.   
 
Federal/Provincial cost shared social housing agreements support the rental housing needs of 
seniors, families and other individuals in need of housing.  As these agreements expire, 
PEIHC will be challenged to maintain adequate funding to support and improve housing 
properties. 
 
PEIHC manages and delivers the Canada-PEI Affordable Housing Agreement, signed in 2003. 
The purpose of this agreement is to assist in the development of affordable housing units 
across the Province.  Through the initial agreement and subsequent amendments, a total of 
$7.64 million has been invested until March 31, 2014.  The most recent agreement renewal, 
the Investment in Affordable Housing 2015-2019 Agreement, is for five years commencing 
April 1, 2014 and expiring March 31, 2019; it provides a total of $7.4 million. As at March 31, 
2017, $4.44M has been invested to support affordable housing in PEI. 
 
In April 2016, the 2016 Social Infrastructure Fund Agreement, an amendment to the 
Investment in Affordable Housing 2015-2019 Agreement, was signed. CMHC will provide up to 
$6.32 million for eligible expenditures: in 2016/2017 - $3.89 million and in 2017/2018 - $2.43 
million. The Province of Prince Edward Island is responsible to cost match $3.11 million of this 
funding by March 31, 2019. 
 
Other partners of PEIHC include the many community members who serve on the Boards for 
the family housing authorities.  Seniors and other client groups, municipal representatives, 
non-profit organizations, private sector developers, the construction industry and tenants play 
important partnership roles in bringing affordable housing to Islanders.  
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Aperçu 
 

Les pouvoirs que détient la Société de logement de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard lui sont conférés 
en vertu de la Housing Corporation Act (1993). La Société de logement offre aux Insulaires à 
revenu faible ou moyen l’accès à des logements sécuritaires, abordables et adéquats. 
 
Il existe un lien direct entre la santé et le bien-être d’une population et la disponibilité de 
logements sécuritaires à prix abordables. Depuis les années 1960, par l’entremise de la 
Société de logement, le gouvernement de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard tâche de s’assurer que 
des logements convenables sont mis à la disposition des Insulaires à revenu faible ou 
moyen. Cependant, il est évident que ces derniers éprouvent des besoins changeants et la 
Société de logement tente de répondre à ceux-ci par la création de nouvelles unités et la 
remise en état des logements existants.  
 
La Société de logement partage la responsabilité d’assurer des programmes de logement 
avec le ministère des Services à la famille et à la personne et les conseils locaux de 
logements familiaux. La gestion des revenus, des actifs et des passifs relève de la Société, 
tandis que le ministère des Services à la famille et à la personne est responsable de la 
gestion des logements familiaux par l’entremise des conseils de logements familiaux locaux, 
en plus de gérer directement les logements pour aînés. En outre, il entretient des relations 
avec le gouvernement fédéral sur les questions liées au logement et voit à la gestion des 
ententes conclues avec le gouvernement fédéral et à la prestation de la majorité des 
programmes de logement, y compris l’Entente Canada–Île-du-Prince-Édouard concernant  
le logement abordable. 
 
La Société collabore avec de nombreux partenaires, surtout la Société canadienne 
d’hypothèques et de logement (SCHL), représentant le gouvernement fédéral. La SCHL 
partage les coûts de programmes provinciaux visant environ 1 700 unités et gère 
directement d’autres logements sociaux financés par le gouvernement fédéral.    
 
Les ententes fédérales-provinciales à coûts partagés sur le logement social appuient les 
besoins des aînés, des familles et des Insulaires en matière de logements locatifs. À 
l’arrivée à terme de ces ententes, la Société devra trouver le financement nécessaire pour 
assurer l’appui et l’amélioration de ces installations.  
 
La Société de logement gère l’Entente Canada–Île-du-Prince-Édouard concernant le 
logement abordable conclue en 2003 et voit à son application. Le but de cette entente est de 
financer l’établissement de logements abordables dans la province. Grâce à l’entente initiale 
et aux modifications qui y ont été apportées, 7,64 millions de dollars ont été investis jusqu’au 
31 mars 2014. Le plus récent renouvellement de l’entente, soit l’Entente d’investissement 
dans le logement abordable, doit fournir un total de 7,4 millions de dollars du 1er avril 2014 
au 31 mars 2019. En date du 31 mars 2017, 4,4 millions de dollars avaient été investis dans 
le logement abordable à l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard.  
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En avril 2016, on a signé l’entente sur le Fonds pour l’infrastructure sociale, qui s’ajoute à 
l’Entente d’investissement dans le logement abordable de 2015-2019. La SCHL fournira 
jusqu’à 6,32 millions de dollars pour couvrir les dépenses admissibles : 3,89 millions de 
dollars en 2016-2017, et 2,43 millions de dollars en 2017-2018. La province de l’Île-du-
Prince-Édouard doit fournir une contribution supplémentaire de 3,11 millions de dollars au 
Fonds d’ici le 31 mars 2019.  
 
Parmi les autres partenaires de la Société de logement, on compte un grand nombre de 
membres de la collectivité qui siègent aux conseils de logements familiaux. Afin d’offrir des 
logements abordables aux Insulaires, il est essentiel de poursuivre la collaboration entre les 
aînés et les autres groupes bénéficiaires, les représentants municipaux, les organismes 
sans but lucratif, les promoteurs du secteur privé, l’industrie de la construction et les 
locataires.  
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Year In Review 
 

There is a strong and growing demand for seniors and family housing across the province 
particularly in urban areas. 
 
During 2016-2017 work has commenced to initiate the development of a provincial housing 
action plan. Work will continue in 2017-2018 to create a renewed approach to public 
housing. 
 
The PEIHC continues to invest in social housing through partnerships with the federal 
government and it will look at more ways to collaborate with municipalities, private 
developers and communities on long term solutions to growing housing demands.    
 
In addition to millions spent as part of the annual operational budget, capital funding of 
$750,000 is invested each year to upgrade and modernize existing housing units. It is 
anticipated this investment will be required for the foreseeable future. 
 
In April 2016, PEIHC approved $350,000 for the addition of 75 rent supplements to support 
those identifying a need for social housing through the Family Housing Program and Seniors 
Housing Program. 
 
Investments of $250,000 were made to the PEI Home Renovation Programs to support 
Islanders to make necessary renovations to their homes supporting them to remain in their 
communities for as long as they choose. 
 
The 2016 federal budget announced investments of $2.3 billion over two years for housing 
across Canada through the Social Infrastructure Fund. Prince Edward Island’s share is $6.3 
million to be invested in construction of new housing for victims of family violence and 
seniors, as well as for renovations to existing social housing. During 2016-2017 PEIHC 
started planning on the best approach to implement the investments. 
 
The development of a national housing strategy was announced as part of the 2016 federal 
budget. PEI has worked closely with the Government of Canada and all provinces and 
territories to develop this strategy which will be formalized by November 2017. 
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Bilan de l’année 
 

La demande de logements pour les aînés et pour les familles est de plus en plus forte dans 
toute la province, surtout dans les régions urbaines.  
 
En 2016-2017, on a préparé le terrain pour entamer l’élaboration d’un plan d’action 
provincial sur le logement. Ce travail se poursuivra en 2017-2018 pour renouveler l’approche 
en matière de logement social.  
 
La Société de logement continue d’investir dans les logements sociaux par l’entremise de 
partenariats avec le gouvernement fédéral, et d’explorer d’autres façons de collaborer avec 
les municipalités, les entrepreneurs privés et les collectivités en vue de trouver des solutions 
à long terme aux demandes croissantes de logements.   
 
Outre les millions de dollars consacrés au budget de fonctionnement annuel, une somme de 
750 000 $ en fonds d’immobilisation est investie chaque année pour mettre à niveau et 
moderniser les logements actuels. On estime que ces investissements seront nécessaires 
pendant un certain temps.  
 
En avril 2016, la SCHL a approuvé un montant de 350 000 $ pour fournir 75 suppléments au 
loyer qui appuieront les personnes signalant un besoin de logement social par l’entremise du 
Programme de logement familial ou le Programme de logement pour aînés.  
 
Au total, 250 000 $ ont été investis dans les programmes de rénovation de logements de l’Î.-
P.-É. pour appuyer les Insulaires qui apportent des rénovations nécessaires à leur domicile 
afin de demeurer dans leur collectivité aussi longtemps que possible.  
 
Le budget fédéral de 2016 a annoncé des investissements de 2,3 milliards de dollars sur 
deux ans pour le logement à travers le Canada par l’entremise du Fonds pour l’infrastructure 
sociale. La part de l’Île-du-Prince-Édouard est de 6,3 millions de dollars et sera investie dans 
la construction de nouveaux logements pour les victimes de violence familiale et les aînés, 
ainsi que pour les rénovations de logements sociaux existants. En 2016-2017, la Société de 
logement a commencé à planifier la meilleure façon d’assurer la mise en œuvre des 
investissements.  
 
L'élaboration d’une stratégie nationale sur le logement a également été annoncée dans le 
cadre du budget fédéral de 2016. L’Île-du-Prince-Édouard a contribué à cette stratégie en 
travaillant de près avec les gouvernements fédéral, provinciaux et territoriaux. La stratégie 
devrait être mise au point d’ici novembre 2017.  
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Programs 
I. Seniors Housing Program 
 
Provincially Owned Buildings  
Located in communities across the province, Seniors Housing provides apartment style, self-
contained rental units to low and moderate income seniors who are unable to meet their 
housing needs independently.  Rent for seniors housing is 25 percent of the senior’s income. 
 
The proportion of seniors in the population is expected to increase dramatically over the next 
20 years.  Statistical studies show this population increase will translate into increased 
demand for subsidized seniors housing. 
 
Rent Supplements for Seniors 
Rent supplement units are built and owned by the private sector.  Rent for these units is  
25 percent of the senior=s income. 
 
One hundred and four (104) rent supplements are available to seniors at specific housing 
locations in Charlottetown, Summerside and O=Leary. Another twenty-five (25) rent 
supplements are available with private landlords chosen by the senior. 
 
Garden Suites 
Garden suites are one bedroom units placed on the property of a host family.  When no 
longer required by the senior, suites are moved to another site.  Rent is 25 percent of the 
senior=s income. 
 
PEIHC has four garden suites. 
 
 
II. Family Housing Program 
 
Provincially Owned Buildings 
This program provides subsidized housing to low and moderate income families who are 
unable to obtain adequate and affordable accommodation in the private marketplace.   
The units, with rents based on 25 percent of income, are situated in communities across  
the province 
 
Of increasing concern is the consistently high number of families waiting for units in 
comparison to the number of units available and the low turnover rates in the Charlottetown 
and Summerside areas. 
 
Rent Supplement for Families 
This program utilizes private market housing to provide accommodations for families  
selected from the family housing registry.  Rents are made affordable for the families via rent 
subsidies.  There are 128 rent subsidies provided in Charlottetown and in Summerside. 
 
Rent supplement units are built and owned by the private sector.  Rent for these units is  
25 percent of a family=s income. 
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Rural and Native Housing 
This program provides rent-to-income housing for low and moderate income families.   
There are six units across the province.  
 
Rural Community Housing 
PEIHC has nine affordable rental housing units across the province. 
 
 
III. Renovation Programs 
 
PEI Home Renovation Programs (PEIHRP) 
These programs provide funding for major renovations for low-income homeowners to bring 
their property up to minimum health and safety standards.  Eligible property owners receive 
a forgivable grant provided they meet program criteria including remaining in the home for 
three years after the renovations have been made.  Programs include:  
 
• Home Renovation Program - Provides assistance to low income homeowners to bring 
 their property up to minimum health and safety standards. 

 

• Home Renovation Program for Persons with Disabilities - Provides assistance to 
 households occupied by persons with disabilities who require special modifications to 
 improve accessibility to their residence. 

 
• Emergency Shelter - Provides assistance to organizations that provide ongoing 
 shelter to victims of family violence. 
 
 
IV. Affordable Housing Program 
 
Through partnership with the Government of Canada, funding received through the 
Affordable Housing Agreement and its various extensions including the current Investment in 
Affordable Housing Agreement, the Social Infrastructure Fund, the Affordable Housing Trust 
and Canada’s Economic Action Plan have been invested in the Affordable Housing Program. 
The program improves access to affordable, sound, suitable and sustainable housing. 
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Program Activity 
 

Seniors Housing Program 
 
 

Program Performance Results: 
 

MEASURE 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Number of 
Units 

1,113 1,113 1,113 1,113 1,113 

Number of 
Garden Suites 

5 5 4 4 4 

New Rent 
Supplements 

24 0 0 0 25 

Number  
of Rent 
Supplements 

104 104 104 104 129 

Placements 198 181 170 168 175 

New 
Applications 

484 380 396 448 384 

Wait List 725 801 895 1,026 918 

Turnover Rates 17.7% 16.2% 15.2% 15.0% 15.6% 

Note: PEIHC has initiated a review of the process to count waitlist applicants, The results 

of any process changes will be reflected in reporting for 2017-2018. 
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Seniors Housing Units 

 
Queens County 

 
Prince County  

Charlottetown 
 
 428 

 
Alberton 

 
16 

 
Cornwall 

 
 14 

 
O=Leary 

 
24 

 
Crapaud 

 
 9 

 
St. Louis 

 
4 

 
Hunter River 

 
 14 

 
Tignish 

 
14 

 
Mt. Stewart 

 
 6 

 
Abrams Village 

 
5 

 
North Rustico 

 
6 

 
Bedeque 

 
6 

 
South Rustico 

 
4 

 
Borden 

 
22 

 
Total 

 
481 

 
Kensington 

 
50 

Kings County 
 
Kinkora 

 
5 

 
Cardigan 

 
3 

 
Miscouche 

 
17 

 
Eldon 

 
6 

 
Mont Carmel 

 
6 

 
Georgetown 

 
16 

 
Summerside 

 
 186 

 
Montague 

 
91 

 
Tyne Valley 

 
11 

 
Murray Harbour 

 
6 

 
Wellington 

 
16 

 
Murray River 

 
6 

 
Wilmot 

 
6  

Morell 
 

12 
 
Total 

 
388  

Rollo Bay 
 

14  
Total Seniors Units  1,113 
Garden Suites                  4 
Total Seniors            1,117 

 
Souris 

 
81  

St. Peters 
 

9 
 
Total 

 
244 
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Family Housing Program 
 

Program Performance Results: 
 
MEASURE 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Units 
 

481 
 

481 
 

481 
 

481 
 

481 
New Rent 
Supplements 

 
20 

 
20 

 
20 

 
0 

 
50 

Rent 
Supplements 
Available 

 
38 

 
58 

 
78 

 
78 

 
128 

Placements 
 

90 
 

78 
 

70 
 

72 
 

54 
New 
Applications 

 
380 

 
295 

 
286 

 
275 

 
455 

Wait List 
 

383 
 

308 
 

290 
 

340 
 

425 
Turnover 
Rates 

 
19.5% 

 
16.9% 

 
15.2% 

 
15.6% 

 
11.7% 

 
  

Family Housing Boards and Number of Units Administered 
 
Alberton 

 
22 

 
O=Leary 

 
23 

 
Charlottetown Area 

 
168 

 
Souris 

 
36 

 
Georgetown 

 
27 

 
Summerside 

 
99 

 
Montague 

 
62 

 
Tignish 

 
16 

 
Mt. Stewart 

 
6 

 
Total 

 
459 

 
* Four units located in Crapaud and eighteen units of Rural Community 
Housing and Rural Native Housing are administered by staff of Family and 
Human Services.  Total Family Housing – 481 units 
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Renovation Programs 
 

 

PEI Home Renovations Programs 2016-2017 

Budget 

Home Renovation  $1,151,500 
Persons with Disability $210,000  

Total Budget $1,361,500 

Applications 

Applications Budgeted 230 

Applications Received 532 

Applications Processed 230 

Kings County 49 

Prince County 80 

Queens County 101 

Individuals Supported 354 

Clients 

Program Income Cut-off $30,900 

Average Household Income $22,200 

Average Grant – Home Renovation $5,000  

Average Grant – Persons with Disability $5,300 

Average number of people in household 1.5 

Average age 64 

Total Grant $$$ (projects completed at March 31, 2017) $1,215,700 
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Emergency Shelter Enhancement 

 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Available Funding $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 

Funding Committed $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 $20,000 

 
Note: 
Organizations have up to five years to spend available funding allowing them to better 
plan renovation needs and projects. 
 

 

MEASURE 2012-
2013 

2013-
2014 

2014-
2015 

2015-
2016 

2016-
2017 

Number of Units Created 18 2 2 2 2 

Number of Units Available 277 279 252 212 214 

Type of Unit Available      

 Seniors 62 62 46 46 46 

 Family 71 71 71 45 45 

 Persons with Disabilities 130 130 117 103 103 

 Homeowner 14 16 18 18 20 
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Financial Statements 
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